
RESTORING SEAGRASS IN DALE -
FIND OUT MORE & HAVE YOUR SAY

The project ‘Seagrass Ocean Rescue’, led by Swansea University in partnership with WWF and Sky Ocean
Rescue, aims to restore two hectares of seagrass meadow in collaboration with local people in Dale. 

 
The project is being helped locally by Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum and the Pembrokeshire Marine Special

Area of Conservation Officer to ensure that local users and the community are properly involved, so that those
who enjoy or work in the sea around Dale have an opportunity to share their views and help decide on the

location for this exciting new project.
 

This demonstration project could show how conservation can co-exist with existing users and activities (such as
fishers, recreational use, community), now and in the future.

Project Summary



WHY DALE?
Seagrass can positively contribute to local fisheries, water quality and
coastal erosion

 
Dale is a sheltered harbour, well suited to seagrass (depth 0.5-3m, sandy
seabed, good light levels, minimal wave climate)

 
It is thought that Dale used to have extensive seagrass meadows,
destroyed during the war and industrial revolution, so that only isolated
patches remain

 
Small scale trials in Dale have seen successful seagrass germination and
growth

 
Dale provides an opportunity to demonstrate that livelihoods and habitat
restoration can work in harmony

 
The area identified has also undergone mapping indicating that there is
room here for both new seagrass and existing activity. This is unlike
alternative areas with more pressures and less available space.

WHY NOW?
Recent studies indicate that conditions are now favourable for its
reintroduction 

 
Climate change is happening, we need to find solutions that can
contribute to increasing the planet’s resilience…and fast!



Small hessian bags will be laid in connected lines on the seabed. The bags will contain sand and the seagrass seeds and will be anchored
to the seabed. All materials are natural biodegradable fibres that rapidly break down over a 6 to 12 month period. 
 
A small boat will lay the lines and then divers will reposition them to ensure accurate placement which fits to the positions agreed with the
fishers, mooring holders and local community. 
 
To fit with the seeds’ natural cycle they need to be planted in late autumn 2019. The seed will be collected this summer from UK sites.

The exact area has not yet been chosen as Swansea
University will work with users of the area to establish
the project area that will enable existing activity to
continue, not constrain future activity, and also be
good for the seagrass. 
 
They are looking at the south of Dale Bay, in the
sheltered area close to the shore towards Dale Fort
and nearby the line of moorings that follows the
coastline. 
 
The area targets depths between 0.5m and 3m. The
area shown above is around 4 hectares – the project
will only use 2 hectares within this area.
 

WHERE EXACTLY?

WHAT WILL IT ENTAIL?



WHERE DO YOU
THINK WOULD BE

THE BEST PLACE TO
REPLANT SEAGRASS?

 
WHAT AREAS
SHOULD BE
AVOIDED?

Let us know using
sticky notes

While the highlighted area
is 4 hectares – the project

only needs 2 hectares 
(2 rugby pitches)



SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Will the area be restricted in any way?
There will be no formal or legal restrictions on the site.
 
Swansea University hope to work closely with local fishers to prevent gear being placed directly on the young shoots during the initial period
of development. 
 
Once the seagrass seed bags have been laid, there will be no hinderance to snorkellers, swimmers or boats. The ask would be for people to take
care not to disturb the bags, however it is thought that all boats going over will be travelling slowly due to the moorings/ buoys and the shallow
depth, possibly through voluntary agreements. 
 
What is the benefit to the local community?
Creating a seagrass meadow in Dale will enhance the biodiversity and help to increase fish, crab and shrimp numbers with benefits to
recreational and commercial fishers. It is anticipated that the area containing the seagrass will benefit from improved water clarity enhancing
local watersports activities. In the long-term as the seagrass grows and develops it will also help spread and reduce water movement and
wave energy, improving coastal defence. 
 
How do we know you won’t cover the whole bay?
The project will plant 2 hectares of seagrass, over time this might spread, but they don’t know for sure. If it does spread it will clearly demonstrate
how boating, fishing and marine conservation can successfully work together and hopefully benefit all.
 
How long will the demonstration project last?
The planting phase will last 2 years. First planting will occur in autumn with further planting throughout 2020. Beyond those dates work will focus
on monitoring and hopefully observing the meadow develop into maturity over a 5 year period.
 
How long will the seagrass be here for?
It is hoped that as the environment is right for the seagrass it will last into perpetuity. Seagrasses are more resilient than many habitats to some
of the impacts of a changing climate, therefore it is anticipated that seagrass will be here for the long-term for everyone to enjoy.



BENEFITS OF PROJECT

Climate change – carbon sink
Alongside supporting our marine life, seagrass stores carbon 30 times faster than rainforests,
works to recycle nutrients and to provide us with oxygen.
 
Fisheries
Seagrass is a flowering plant that is adapted to living in the sea and is distinct from seaweed. The
meadows they form provide key nursery areas for fish such as cod, pollock and plaice, as well as
homes for shrimp, seahorses and pipefish. Studies have found that on average seagrass has 30
times more animal diversity than an adjacent sandy sea bottom and that 20 % of the world’s
fisheries rely on seagrass as a nursery habitat to improve fish stocks.
 
Recreational potential
It is expected that the area containing the seagrass will benefit from improved water clarity
enhancing local watersports activities (for example for snorkelling and SUP). 
 
Interest in Dale from Sky Ocean Rescue and WWF
This project to restore seagrass is the first of its kind in the UK, placing Dale in the limelight and
promoting its image as a community working towards a positive environmental future. Thisproject
can be an opportunity for enhancing biodiversity, fisheries and improving tourism appeal.
 
The project can demonstrate a partnership approach with community, site users, conservation,
Sky, WWF all working together and showing how seagrass co-exists with fishers, moorings and
other users of the area.


