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AGENDA
9.00 AM - 9.30 AM Welcome & Sign in - Tea & Coffee available

9.30 AM - 9.40 AM

9.40 AM - 10.00 AM SEAWEED: AN OCEAN OF OPPORTUNITIES

10.00 AM - 11.20 AM

11.20 AM - 11.35 AM

1. Welcome from the chair - Nick Ainger, PCF

2. Introduction - Peter Lord, BUCANIER 

1. BIC Innovations- Dr Molly Price-Jones

SESSION 1

1. Scottish Association of Marine Sciences -
Dr Adrian Macleod

2. SMARTAQUA - Dr Sara Barrento

3. CyberColloids - Dr Sarah Hotchkiss

Tea & Coffee - Merlin Theatre Foyer

11.35 AM - 12.40 PM

1. GreenSeas Resources Ltd - Joseph Kidd

2. Red Rose Developments - Ann Ruddy 

3. BIM - Lucy Watson

12.40 PM - 1.30 PM Lunch in College Restaurant

1.30 PM - 2.00 PM
1. Natural Resources Wales - Anne Bunker

2. Welsh Government - Jose Constantino

2.00 PM - 3.00 PM Panel Discussion on the next steps in Wales 

4. Aberystwyth University - Dr Jessica Adams

SESSION 2

SESSION 3



ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Nick is a former Labour MP for Pembroke and has served as a Lord 
Commissioner of HM Treasury, government whip, and later Minister, 
at the Wales Office. He left government in 2007 and now volunteers 
with the South and West Wales Wildlife Trust. Nick has been 
Chairman of Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum for over 10 years.

NICK AINGER

PETER LORD

DR MOLLY PRICE-JONES

Peter has a BA Hons and Certificate in Management and was the 
manager for the Welsh delivery side of the EU Interreg funded, 
INSPIRE project. He has 13 years working in business support 
through the local authority, working on European funded projects, 
including advice, grants and training for SME’s. Peter works for 
Pembrokeshire County Council and is Project Manager of the 
BUCANIER project.

Molly is an experienced manager in the IVD and life sciences 
industries, both in R&D and operations. She started her career in 
academic research and then moved to industry as a R&D scientist, 
progressing through management positions to become the 
managing director of Gen-Probe Cardiff Ltd, the UK subsidiary of 
Gen-Probe Inc. She now works as a Senior Associate with BIC 
Innovation Ltd, supporting the NutriWales project by writing white 
papers on hot topics in the food industry and providing guidance to 
companies working on SBRI projects, as well as working on the 
SMART Innovation project and BUCANIER projects.



NATALIE BRITTON

DR ADRIAN MACLEOD 
Dr Macleod is a marine scientist who is working to develop methods 
and technologies necessary for the large scale cultivation of 
seaweed for a range of industrial applications. Additionally, he also 
has expertise in the management of biofouling on marine 
structures (e.g. marine renewable energy devices) and associated 
non-native species biosecurity best practise. Currently, Dr Macleod 
is working on an exciting EU funded MacroFuels project. This 
project aims to produce advanced biofuels from seaweed or 
macroalgae.

DR SARA BARRENTO

Sara is a Marine Biologist with 9 years’ experience in Marine Science 
and is currently managing SMARTAQUA. This project aims to expand 
the non-food aquaculture businesses in Wales. Previously, Sara has 
undertaken research on crustaceans and the sustainable 
aquaculture of mussels and seaweeds as well as authoring 20 
scientific papers. In addition, Sara has supported the delivery and 
management of five large European Research projects and RC-UK 
projects. An experienced lecturer, Sara has lectured in Europe, 
Thailand and Gibraltar on a range of subjects and at present is 
teaching at Swansea University.

DR SARAH HOTCHKISS
Sarah is a marine phycologist with specific expertise in brown 
seaweeds. In 2006 she joined the Ireland based company, 
CyberColloids. The company has been working with suppliers, 
processors and end users of seaweed and seaweed derived products 
for many years - bringing innovation and business strategy to the 
seaweed value chain. Since joining CyberColloids, Sarah has pursued 
commercially orientated research with a primary focus on marine 
macroalgae as a source of interesting components for health, 
nutrition and flavour as well as developing innovative processing 
and extraction techniques for value added markets. She is currently 
working on a number of projects with Scottish, Spanish and Irish 
seaweed companies.



DR JESSICA ADAMS

JOSEPH KIDD

Joseph is an experienced development professional with over 15 years 
experience in offshore development. He has been involved in the 
development of projects across a range of marine sectors including 
offshore wind, marine energy, ports & harbours and aquaculture. 
Joseph is one of the founding Directors of GreenSeas Resources Ltd, a 
Pembrokeshire-based company focused on the sustainable harvesting 
of seaweed and production of seaweed-based products.

ANN RUDDY

Ann is the founder and CEO of Redrose Developments. Redrose 
Developments supports the sustainable development of Irish seaweed 
to preserve culture, language and the natural environment. Ann moved 
to Ireland from the West Midlands in England and has ample 
experience in areas including sales, marketing, project management, 
lecturing, and consultancy and risk management. Whilst developing 
new business and researching other projects Ann also finds time to 
work as a leader with teens in the local Foroige Club and consistently 
improves her skills and business acumen through a range of courses.

Dr Jessica Adams has worked on seaweeds since 2007, initially for 
biofuels and latterly for higher value compound extractions.  She is 
part-employed at the BEACON Biorefining centre of excellence based 
in IBERS at Aberystwyth University, a European-funded programme 
with a strong element of company interactions and will present on this 
project and two PhD studentships she has with Pembrokeshire-based 
company GreenSeas looking at utilising the green seaweeds 
proliferating in Milford Haven estuary.

JESSICA ADAMS



LUCY WATSON
Lucy is an aquaculture technical specialist at Bord Iascaigh Mara (BIM). 
BIM's mission is to support and enable an increase in value creation of 
a sustainable Irish seafood sector across the supply chain, from catch 
to consumer. She holds an M.A. and MSc in Natural Science (Zoology) 
from Trinity College Dublin and University College Cork. For her MBA 
Trinity College Dublin she specialised in banking, business and 
technical innovation and development in Irish Aquaculture. Lucy’s 
specialised area of interest includes new and novel aquaculture 
species development and technologies, business writing, planning and 
advising for aquaculture production and financial modelling and 
analysis.

ANNE BUNKER

Anne Bunker is a Senior Marine Conservation Officer with Natural 
Resources Wales.  Anne was inspired to follow a career in marine 
biology by family trips to the seaside and an A-level field trip to Kilve 
Court in Somerset. She now lives beside the tidal Pembroke River and 
some wonderful seashores where she can pursue her personal 
interest in seaweed identification.

JOSE CONSTANTINO

In 2013 Jose joined the Welsh Government’s Marine and Fisheries 
Division to lead on Policy issues related to shellfish and finfish 
aquaculture. Since joining he has been in constant communication with 
producers, sector representatives and marine stakeholders in Wales 
and the UK. Looking forward Jose is now supporting the sustainable 
development of the industry through the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) support for aquaculture.


